PTO Meeting Notes 05-24-11
In attendance:  Amy Hesselgrave, Kathryn Hoffman, Toni Chelikowsky, Katie Gitler, Jill Koritz, Christine Kirsch, Cindy Monturiol-Leaf, Mary Kruse, Jill Prohofsky, Natalie Wobbema, Janine Keller, Vanessa Bera, Pam Shrestha, Ximena Rayo, Karen Terhaar, Leslee Tejada, Amy Roesler, Melinda Boone, Corey Halls, Jennifer Chism, Lisa Firth, Dayra Lorena De La Cruz, Theresa Aleckson, Liz Martin, Jon Baugh, Brenda Fromm

Meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm and was adjourned at 9:15 pm

Approval of April 26th meeting minutes and these meeting minutes will be requested at the next scheduled meeting in September.

Treasurers Report - $39,188 not including Fiesta funds.

Director’s Report – Karen Terhaar – Teacher Appreciation went very well and very much appreciated.  Volunteer appreciation tomorrow, Wednesday, May 25th, 2011.  Schools are great because of the people that work at the school.  

Field Day on June 1st.  Juan Carlos has been planning – should be a lot of fun.

There has been a lot of effort going on with the move going on this summer.  Please let the office know if you can help with the move.  Challenge is getting things from point “A” to the new school.

The school is looking for shelves and cabinets and also people that can help with transporting.  Move will not begin until after summer camps (last week of July) if building is ready to go.
Teachers have a lot planned the week after school lets out assessments and curriculum being done.  None of the other schools are using the SOFA assessment so we have nothing to compare to.  Follow up on this in August.

ISLA Board Report – Jill Prohofsky
Moving Board meetings to the third Tuesday of the month will start in July.

Question came up regarding sibling preference of siblings that the older sibling is gone.  Currently preference is given to siblings that are currently enrolled.  The state law states that it has to be a currently enrolled sibling not siblings of previous ISLA students.
PTO Elections for 2011-12 Committee

Nominations – Amy Hesselgrave, Corey Halls, Jennifer Chism, Mary Kruse, Toni Chelikowsky, Karen Chenvert, Melinda Boone, Shea Brendalen, Lisa Firth, Christine Hirsch, Amy Roesler

Elected - Mary Kruse – Chair, Melinda Boone – Treasurer, Amy Hesselgrave – Secretary, LA Coordinator – Cory Halls, Jennifer Chism and Karen Chenvert Vice Chair – Community Social, Lisa Firth and Toni Chelikowsky Vice Chair of Fundraising and Amy Roesler Volunteer Coordinator.
Bylaws – Desire to request 2 year terms for PTO Committee.  It should be worded that the person does not have to serve the same position if not desired.  Maybe consider a chair elect position so someone doesn’t end up serving for 4 years.  “Officers of the PTO shall be a chair, vice chair, all positions, etc. co officers can be elected if deemed necessary.”  All officers may be elected a two year term by expectation.  Grandfather in officers from last year as starting their 2 year term.  Board members consider serving for 2 years.
Decision was made not to change the by-laws.

Meetings will be held monthly Sept – July article 7 meetings.  Meet 6 times per year without the day or time of meeting.  

The first meeting in late August for PTO Board and phase into school schedule.  Coordinate schedule with incoming and outgoing board members.

Budget approval – Host family stipend - $300 it was suggested that host families request the stipend if needed.  Host families have returned the check back to the PTO as a donation and then they get a tax deduction for the donation they gave back.  Stipend helps with gas, having LA attend events with the LA and additional food.   LA Contract states breakfast and supper.  Contract also states that lunch is provided at school.   
Host family stipend $300 which includes school lunch and host family will provide lunch if la doesn’t like.
3 opposed – all others approved.  $2,400 for la stipends
Janine Keller – Room Parent Coordinator – Looking for at least 1 room parent per teacher.  If you are possibly interested in being a room parent, please let Janine know.  Possibly have the current room parent send out an email to find a room parent for next year.

If anyone can help close down the library for the year, please let Carmen know.

Back to school picnic – (Last year was weekend before school started at Bryant Lake Park)
Meet the teacher would be Thursday – before school opens.  August 27th is ladies night and pool party from Fiesta.  August 28th – Back to school picnic incorporated with open house of new school (date TBA).
Education Alliance Foundation – Jill discussed raising money with foundations, corporations and individuals.  School board has approved a separate 501c3 ISLA Alliance which would be a fundraising arm with the school, PTO and administration.  Bylaws to soon be filed with secretary of state – minimum of 5 board and maximum of 13.  Representation from school board, teacher, parent representation and PTO Board representation (who wants to be the representative of PTO).  Treasurer would be a member of the school financial committee and having the secretary as a member of the communications committee with the school to help coordinate messaging.
Meeting schedule will be posted on the website.  

Order will be made of medium shirts for kids.

Roller Garden private party is not a fundraiser but there is a minimum expense of $450 ($4.50 per head).  PTO will pay difference if people don’t show up.

Fiesta update – Toni – Shea put together the Fiesta recap – showing all of our gross which was $30,830.10 and profit is $24,777.42 plus $2,340 potential income from gatherings.

Hopkins Center for the Arts has not been booked for next years’ venue.

Playground Task Force – Brenda Fromm – earmarked for playground equipment and fenced field.  Looking for companies to remove asphalt and replace turn.  Possibly looking to work with a landscaping architect.  Also looking for more help – please let Brenda know.

Requesting peaceful playgrounds – Natalie mentioned research found that 50% of children will play on the grass, 40% play organized games and 11% play on structured playground.

Peaceful Playground comes with markings for playgrounds, rules, videos, training for supervisor and all of the equipment (balls, hoops, paint lines, etc.)  References Prior Lake and Golden Valley - Noble School in Robbinsdale district (Kare 11 did a special on this).  Parents have volunteered to learn the program to teach the staff, LA’s and Mis Amigos.  Possibly in a year have the teachers more involved. $6,000 would be a component of permanent structure.  Older students would be taught so they can work with the little kids.

Have PTO fund the peaceful playground, temporary fencing and paint of $5,000 and school would handle administrating the training.  Motion granted 

Income anticipated to meet next year’s budget.

Green Sneakers – 1,300 pounds of tennis shoes ($.50 per pound) we raised at least $600.  Results of ECCO Challenge announced at the field day.  They are planning on doing this next year.

Noodles Night (West End Location) raised $131.  There is a new Noodles by Ridgedale.

Hennepin County Playground Grant – we will be applying for this in the fall for playground structure.

Fuddruckers in St. Louis Park is no longer open.

September 10th is the Interlachen Garage Sale – looking for volunteers to help.
Brenda is checking on getting the storage locker.

LA Report – 4 confirmed LA’s – names on Agenda.

Families pending for second half of the school year – not finalized yet.

LA – some are leaving early – not all will be able to be at Roller Garden

All school pictures ordered for LA’s from PTO.

Volunteer Committee – we no longer have a uniform exchange volunteer.  Amy Roesler volunteered to take this on.

Theresa received a grant request from music and 1st grade teacher to buy equipment for Columbian Folk dancing $2,000 for skirts and percussion instruments and Cumbia dance Sr. Del a Cruz and Jorge applied for this grant.  Jorge could buy these items in Columbia when he goes home for the summer.  This would be a school wide thing which would be incorporated into the music program.  Motion approved.

Karen thanked all of the PTO volunteers and all their hard work over that last 4-5 years.  She thanked Theresa and all of her great intentions and spirit on the PTO. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm
