ISLA PTO Fall 2009 Survey Summary

It appears that > 50% of parents participated in the survey.  Of those, 30% were actively involved in the PTO in the prior year.  36% of those who were not active last year are new to ISLA this fall.

The survey results were very positive.  98% agree with the PTO’s approach to fundraising which relies on direct solicitations and donations rather than having the children sell products.  100% feel the PTO is fulfilling it’s mission to raise funds and promote involvement in school activities.  92% agree the PTO is fulfilling its mission to promote communication and cooperation between parents/guardians and school staff.  98% agree that the PTO is fulfilling it’s mission to enhance the educational and social experiences our children have at ISLA by enriching the curriculum and providing the school community with social activities.

Many people submitted thoughtful responses to how the PTO can better meet the needs of the students and families at ISLA, including a request for better and more timely communication.  The overwhelming response to the extracurricular offerings was positive, and the PTO received many valuable suggestions for possible future extracurricular activities.

The Family Nights were attended by 77% of those who responded, with positive feedback about the programming.  The general consensus was to continue with the Family Nights as in the prior year.  Several people suggested additional social opportunities, which the PTO will discuss in more detail at a future meeting.  The TA program is very highly regarded and parents are appreciative of the work the TAs do with the children and the work the PTO does to fund this program.

From the data the PTO gathered, it appears that the current focus should be on:

· Ways to involve more parents/guardians and make the PTO more accessible.

· Way to improve or coordinate School/PTO/Board communication.

· Exploring additional ways for families to connect outside of school, such as social gatherings organized by grade level or neighborhood.

· Broadening the extracurricular offerings.

