ISLA PTO Agenda 


 
Tuesday, October 4, 2011 – 6:30pm 

ISLA Media Room

·  Welcome
a. Announcement of upcoming events & meeting schedules
i. PTO Today – Honorable Mention

ii. Events Co-Chair election – At end of this meeting
b. September meeting notes – Motion to accept?

i. September Meeting Notes accepted.

c. New business item moved forward:  Health eating options (Jen Jouppi)

i. Moved to November meeting.
· Committee & Post Reports
a.  Volunteer Committee (Amy Roesler)
i. Vision & Hearing – 9 volunteers each (10/19 9am-3pm and 11/9 9am-12noon
ii. Scholastic book fair volunteer sheet went around.  Looking for a few people for Thursday and Friday Shift (Room 122)
iii. Family Fun Night 10-28 (Volunteer Sheet went around for this) Janine Keller – Room parents – all spots are filled.
iv. 1st Teacher Appreciation Event took place last month.

v. 81 responses from the volunteer sheets from Meet and Greet night have been completed, compiled and distributed to the contact person for each event.

b. LA Committee (Corey Halls) – Sara Devers reported
i. Looked over the previously created ISLA Guide Book for LA’s.  
ii. Discussed ideas of how teachers can take full advantage of them in the classroom. 
iii. Also discussed where to find winter clothes. 
c. Secretary (Amy Hesselgrave)
i. Minutes are posted on the PTO web site.
ii. Weekly PTO newsletter is due to Emily by Tuesday for the Thursday folder.
d. Treasurer (Melinda Boone) 
i. Using Quick Books – recently transitioned to this new software.
ii. $6,000 Amity and all LA’s stipend were paid. 
iii. Looking to set up direct deposit.  
iv. Jorge Gonzalez submitted his information for check request for his instruments.  
v. Hoping to have request for costumes submitted before next meeting.
vi. Paid for Drums for Cori Adams. 
vii. Current balance is around $40k which maps to our annual budget requirements for expenses vs. income.
viii. Melinda’s spreadsheet was utilized for audit of our books by Mark Kopps, Amy Roesler, and Heidi.  2 deposits are being researched and some other adjustments (nothing major).
ix. Mark Kopps will be completing our taxes before November 15th. 
x. Decided to do a quarterly review instead of yearly.
xi. Currently, our budget for 2011 is within $1,000 - $2,000 of the planned budget.

e. Social Events (Karen Chenvert)

i. 10/28 Family night planning – Family Physical Night (Healthy) 

1. Different stations similar to the Vikings from last year.  
2. Have different stations set up.  
3. Possibly use volunteers and alumni to help with this event.  
4. Contact Lisa (Hopkins High School affiliates).  
ii. 11/2-4 Scholastic book fair

iii. 11/12 Barnes & Nobel (Karen Peterson)

1. Curious George Theme

2. Need volunteers – Gift Wrapping, Ambassadors, Characters, etc.  See signup sheet.  Carolina Lloyd is coordinating teachers/staff.    

3. Electronic reminder will be sent out, paper to kindergarten and non-electronic recipients.  Stickers for kids the day before (Kat Schwartz offered to print.)

4. Put advertising in Mom’s clubs, Hopkins Patch, Sun Sailor, Church bulletin boards, grocery store bulletin boards.

5. Goal is $2,500-$3,000.

6. Face painting – Cat Schwartz will coordinate the face painting.

iv. Possibly do a dance in December (dance moves, games, etc.)

v. Possibly do an event like “Feed my Starving Children”, “Serve a Thon”.  Over a period of time to do a service project.

vi. 4/21 Fiesta Primavera – has been approved at the Minnetonka Community Center.
f. Chair 
i. Strategic Plan Review-PTO put a strategic plan together when it was first set up.  Looking for people to review and see which goals we have met and not met.
g. Fund Raising (Lisa Firth & Toni Chelikowsky) 

i. Davanni’s Night – October 11th – 4:00 – 8:00 pm – Looking for greeters at the door of the Minnetonka location.
ii. Chipotle - $552 and Garage Sale $4,500 approximately
iii. Scholastic Book Fair – Wednesday is the preview day.  Balance of $2,000 from previous book fairs.  
iv. Uno, Dos, Grow Capital Campaign – PTO has been asked to host a fall fundraiser. 
v. The fundraiser will target community members (not necessarily targeting ISLA parents).  Are there any people that would like to help with this?  Cindy Koppleman has some speakers that may be interested in speaking (i.e.  Founder of Geek Squad and Girls with the Geek Squad)

vi. Possibly do a film festival that would be hosted at ISLA.

vii. Serve-A-Thon is another great option for the kids to get pledges for this Campaign.

viii. Pairings – Could they host a Spanish themed thing?
ix. Jimmy’s – 15% off

x. Sun Sailor, Hopkins & Minnetonka Patch, Mom’s Clubs, Craigslist, Grocery Stores 


xi. $900 remaining from last year in gift cards – Looking to use these for teacher needs or library, or UDG needs possibly before this year’s Barn’s and Nobel fair.

xii. Mable’s Labels – November 15th extension due to extensive lost and found
xiii. Costume Warehouse (Janine Keller) – Great costumes – order online 15% of the proceeds go to PTO.  
xiv. Cookbook (Melissa / Ivan) – Company does all on-line and puts together for us.  $4 per book to create.  Sell for $12 - $15.  Looking for someone to oversee (Melissa and Christa) if we want to have done for Holidays.  Thinking about putting coupons in the back from local businesses.  Another possibility would be to have them done by Fiesta to sell. Motion made by Janine to move forward with this project and Mary second.   
xv. Uno, Dos, Grow – Motion Passed that because of Uno, Dos, Grow campaign, the PTO will not have it’s normal direct appeal to support the LA program.  Instead, we will ask families to consider giving to the program at Give to the Max Day (November 16).  A letter will be sent out explaining the LA program.

xvi. New parent & other fundraising ideas:

1. It was suggested that these types of ideas go directly to Lisa and Toni first.

2. www.thechipshoppe.com 
3. Pop can collection – Looking at the spring to do this, Elise C has offered to help organize.
4. Green Sneakers – Brenda Frohm discussed about collecting tennis shoes to go to third world countries.  Eco challenge was done in 2010-11 where schools competed pounds per student – we came in 7th place last year.  The eco-challenge is being done again End of October – thru Earth day in April.  Restructuring by numbers of students.  Prizes would be dispersed in that way. $.30/lb, approx. and $650 raised last year, this is planned for this year. This was approved at the May meeting, budgeted and will do again.  Brenda Fromm will begin this and looking for more people to help.
· Education Report (ISLA Teaching Team)

a. Karen said “Thank You” to all of the parents that volunteered at the September Teacher Appreciation.  Smooth transitions and worked out kinks with the busing and new times were delivered to the affected families.  Buses over all have been leaving on time.  Power outage last month so all rooms were checked for back up lighting.  Streamline so school isn’t overwhelming teachers with too much stuff.  Meeting in December for IB program.  Improving our math.  Reading MCA scores improved and math did not.  Working as a staff to discuss goals.  Capital Campaign party was a huge success for the start of the school year to promote the Uno Dos Grow Campaign.

b. Karen Spike – IB Coordinator – looking for feedback on IB program.  Exciting to see the growth within our staff and positive communication with parents.  ISLA has a very creative staff.  IB – two applications – application A (initial did when school opened) Application B (had a consultant came thru school).  Team of 2 people coming thru in December (one from San Francisco and New Mexico).  Looking for parents that would meet with the authorizers.  Looking to meet with teachers, administrative staff and parents.  Possibly picking up from the airport, meet with them, etc.  Contact Karen if you are interested in helping out.

c. Ximena – MWEA – being completed this week to measure progress.  Finishing by the end of the week and finishing next week with re-makes.  Comparing scores from last year to current.  This will help the school see what needs to be focused on.  

5th Grade Science will be done this year for the first time to measure science skills.

· ISLA Board Report (Jill Prohofsky)
a. Board met 9/20 – discussing revisions in the education laws and how it effects Charter schools in particular – 501 3c, own district, own charter school.  
b. Attempting to firm up committee resources – HR, Finance, need committee members.  
c. Marketing Committee needs a teacher to join.  3 – 4 extra meetings per year (Tuesday meeting will mainly be Uno Dos Grow recognition) October 18th – regular meeting; Next Tuesday (working meeting).
d. Each chair is responsible for recruiting for their committee.  
e. If you are interested in getting more involved with ISLA School Board – check the school website.

f. Include info in the Thursday folder regarding PTO & School Board meetings.

· New Business 
a. Odyssey of the Mind / Math Olympiads (Brenda Fromm) – Possible clubs at ISLA.  
i. Odyssey of the Mind is a problem solving challenge – 5 -7 students K-5.  6-8 division.  Similar to DI – team has a problem that they solve.  Meet weekly or bi-weekly and present their solution at the state competition in March.  
a. Brenda is looking to see if PTO would sponsor a membership for $135 and would be for up to 5 groups per school.  
b. Mechanical, performance, classics, structure and technical performance.  (Ex:  Weird Science – create a performance about a group of scientist that collects 2 samples that the kids report on their findings, appearance of actually traveling on an expedition.)  
c. Looking for parents to lead each team.  Need 1 parent per group to volunteer.  
d. All curriculums would be provided by Odyssey of the Mind – parents would oversee.  Sign up thru January, 2012.  Teams are forming now to start on their challenges. 
ii. Math Olympiads – is a competition that was developed in the 70’s.  Students meet weekly and discuss math topics. 
a. Work on-line to create math solving things.  
b. $99 per 
year.  25 problems thru out the year – 5 per division.  Starts in 4th grade – Each team has 
up to 35 students, scores are added up as a group.  
c. Parent mentors are required.  
d. Deadline is October 5th.Concern was mentioned about the budget for these items.   
e. Amy Roesler will look for a volunteer leader(s).

f. Motion made and approved to fund Odyssey of the Mind and Math Olympiads (if and only if a Math Olympiad sponsor is found by 10/15. 

iii.  ISLA Espiritu Store - 
a. Parent survey results  - Survey results - 48 responses 

i.  Survey results highly favored adding 1 fiesta tee-shirt per grade while having black also as a shirt.  The price range of $11-$13 range was the most popular. 
ii. T-shirt design – People most often voted “do not care” regarding keeping the current or changing the format.
iii. A large % of people said they were very likely to purchase on line items – (ex: Sweatshirts, hoodies, hats, water bottles, etc.)
iv. Results will be reported to the School Board and we will move forward.

· Special Election:  Co-Chair of Events on PTO Board – Karen Chenvert described the position.including helping to coordinate 3 family fun nights, picnic and end of year event.  
i. Melissa Adrian offered to be an assistant and help out, but not to run for election.  She will assist the committee.  
ii. The position remains open.

· Open Forum Q&A 
i. When will we get the school directory?  `We are awaiting the information from ISLA, then Janine Keller and team will be working on this.
ii. Direct Donation Campaign - Discussion was had around the PTO budget which allots for $10k being raised by direct donations and Give to the Max (November 16th) day.  The funds directly support the LA Program.  
a. Motion made and passed for PTO to not have normal Direct Donation for LA program due to Uno, Dos, Grow campaign.   PTO will still participate in Give to the Max on November 16.  
b. If there are financials issues in the spring, we will re-evaluate. 
c. A letter will be sent out explaining the LA program.

· 8:20 pm:  Adjourned 
REFERENCE PAGE

Restaurant Night Dates 2011-2012 
Wednesday, 9/20 - Chipotle - downtown Hopkins, 4-8PM - 50% of sales with coupon
Tuesday, 10/11 - Davanni's - Minnetonka, 4-8PM - 20% of sales including gift certificates with coupon
Wednesday, 11/16 - Gold Nugget - Minnetonka, 5-10PM - 10% of all restaurant sales (excluding alcohol)
Tuesday, 12/13 - Smashburger - Golden Valley, 4:30-7:30PM - $1 donated for every burger, sandwich or salad purchased during those hours
Tuesday, 1/24 - Scoreboard Pizza - Minnetonka, 4-8PM - 25% of all restaurant sales including alcohol and gift certificates
Wednesday, 2/22 - Noodles – Ridgehaven in Minnetonka, 4-8PM - 25% of sales including gift cards with coupon
Tuesday, 3/13 - D'Amico - Golden Valley, 4-8PM

April, TBD
Saturday, 5/5 - CINCO DE MAYO Bowling event at Park Tavern in SLP, 3-5PM - 100% of proceeds from bowling event goes to PTO



PTO General Meeting Dates, 2011-2012 – Tuesdays 6:30pm
8/23, 9/13, 10/4, 11/1, 12/6, No Meeting in January (break), 2/7, 3/27, No Meeting in April (break), 5/1, 6/5
PTO Events & 2011-2012 Point Coordinators 
8/14, ISLA Picnic (Karen Chenvert)

8/27, Ladies Night (Alison Erickson)

8/31, School supply packaging & distribution to teachers (Corey Halls)

9/1, Meet the Teacher (Amy Roesler)

9/10, Garage Sale (Lisa Firth / Toni Chelikowsky)

10/4, PTO Meeting 

10/28, Family Night (Karen Chenvert)
11/2-4, Scholastic Book Fair (and possibly March 12-15), (Jill Koritz / Melinda)
11/12, Barnes & Noble Fundraiser (Karen Peterson)

12/2, Family Night (Karen Chenvert)

2/3, Family Night (Karen Chenvert)
3/6, State of the School Address (Karen Terhaar)
4/21, Fiesta Primavera at Minnetonka Community Center (Toni Chilekowski / Lisa Firth) 

5/5, Park Tavern Bowling Fundraiser (Toni Chelikowsky / Lisa Firth)
5/7-11, Teacher Appreciation Week (Amy Roesler)

6/8 or 6/9 – End of School Party (Karen Chenvert)

School Lunch volunteers – Daily opportunities (Amy Roesler)
Class room parents (Amy Roesler/Janine Keller)
Host families for Language Ambassadors (Corey Halls)

PTO Board, 2011-2012
Chair, Mary Kruse

Vice Chairs Fundraising, Toni Chelikowsky & Lisa Firth

Vice Chairs Events, Karen Chenvert
Treasurer, Melinda Boone

Secretary, Amy Hesselgrave

LA Coordinator, Corey Halls

Volunteer Coordinator, Amy Roesler
