	

	ISLA PTO Minutes and Action Items
	02/23/2010

7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

ISLA 



	Type of meeting:
	PTO General Meeting
	
	

	In Attendance:
	Theresa Aleckson, Brenda Fromm, Karen Trudell, Lisa Nicpon, Jill Prohofsky, Karen Peterson, Shea Brendalen, Charlie Firth, Lisa Firth, Ron Hillman, Laura Hillman, Jon Baugh, Katie Gitler, Kathryn Hoffman, Emily Helgerson, Karen Terhaar, Leslee Tejada, Mark Copps, Jill Koritz, Chris Denton

	Agenda 

	Welcome, Agenda and Treasurer’s Report  

	· Welcome & Call To Order
Meeting called to order @ 7:10 pm
	
	

	· Approval of January 26th Meeting Minutes

After a clerical correction to a date, it was moved, seconded, and approved to accept the 1/26/10 meeting minutes.
	
	

	· Agenda Changes/Open Forum
	
	

	· Treasurer’s Report (Mark Copps)

There is currently $20,428 in the bank.  The past month’s major expenditures were for t-shirts and stipends for the host families.  

There was general discussion about budgeting for the 2010-2011 school year.  Typically, a rough draft is done in April, posted on the PTO website, and is then voted on by the entire PTO at the May meeting.  The difficulty with this is that the results from the Fiesta and Rummage Sale are not in by this point.  As a result, the budget can be revised in the fall after complete information is available.

The school (Karen, Ximena, and teachers) are currently considering ISLA’s TA needs for next year, in light of increasing enrollment.  Currently, 3 TAs have been requested and the school may ask for 4.  

Another major item for consideration in next year’s budget is the desire to retain sufficient funds in the PTO’s reserve to assist the school with a move, whether that occurs this year or next.
	
	

	· Directors Report (Karen Terhaar)

Karen reported about John Burrell’s visit to ISLA on Feb. 12th.  It was very productive.  He modeled inquiry and the teachers have been immediately putting the ideas into action.  The visit to each classroom was taped and the teachers have now had the opportunity to review all of the classroom visits.  The teachers would like to do a presentation about what they learned at the next PTO meeting, in April.

The staff recently attended MAIN workshops, which were follow-ups to the workshops they attended in October during MEA week.

The staff greatly appreciates the monthly luncheons parents from each grade level have been taking turns hosting.  (
	
	

	· ISLA Board Report

The kindergarten lottery was held on Feb. 16th.  There are currently 34 students on the waiting list for next year.

At the last Board meeting, on Feb. 9th, much of the discussion focused on revision to the enrollment policy and ISLA bylaws, in light of recent changes to the Minnesota charter school statute. 
	
	

	
	Action items: 

 
	Person responsible: 
	


	
	
	
	

	


	Committee Reports 

1. Fundraising Committee (Brenda Fromm)

a. Project Earth

Discussed under New Business – 2/26 Family Night
b. Blue Sky Guides – current total, on sale through March

c. Direct Donation letter went out

The Direct Appeal letter recently went out.  To date, the school has 40% participation.  We have received $7,000 toward our $10,000 target.  This includes Give to the Max and United Ways monies.
d. Restaurant get-together in April

McDonald’s Night is on alternating months this year and the PTO has been looking for alternate locations on the off months.  Jon Baugh & Lisa Nicpon volunteered to coordinate an April outing, most likely to Davanni’s in Golden Valley (55 & Winnetka).  McDonald’s Nights have been the 3rd Tuesday of the month and so we will try to keep the date consistent.

Current idea for June is Fuddruckers
e. Rummage Sale

Will take place at the Hopkins Pavilion from June 18 – 20th 
	
	

	2. TA Committee (Theresa Aleckson, in lieu of Marcela Gratke)

a. Host Families for next year

We are in the process of beginning recruitment of host families for the 2010-2011 school year.  There will be an information meeting on April 17th.
b. Asked for 3 dossiers to start with
	
	

	3. Volunteer / Room Rep Committee (Meredith Price)

a. Fiesta Primavera committees / wiki / doodle

Meredith passed around a binder with updated Fiesta information.  There is a link on the PTO website to the wikispaces site which is for teams and organization.  There is also a link to the doodle which is for volunteer sign-up.
b. Fiesta Primavera update

Planning is underway and many people are already involved.  Katie Gitler & Katherine Hoffman are organizing the event and there are currently bi-weekly conference calls.  More volunteers are still needed, especially with business solicitation.  Parents can get involved in small ways, such as one parent from each class taking the lead in soliciting parent donations.  There will be a volunteer sign-up sheet out at the Feb. 26th Family Night.

c. Upcoming teacher appreciation lunches - 3rd grade is March 10, 4-6th is April 14, then Teacher Appreciation week in May
The Feb. 10th luncheon hosted by 2nd grade went well.  Leslee Tejada will coordinate the March 10th luncheon hosted by 3rd grade.  The luncheon on April 14th will be hosted by 4th, 5th, and 6th grade.

For Teacher Appreciation week in May, each day of the week will be assigned to different grade levels.  
	
	


	Old Business 
	
	

	· Barnes & Noble results, order gift cards on website
	
	

	· 4H – we have 2 families, should start up Feb or March (Karen Utt)

Will start up in March on the 3rd Tuesday of each month
	
	

	· Session 3 extra curriculars – activities and dates

Will begin March 9th.  2 nights of basketball, 1 night of soccer, and 1 night of Columbian Folk Dance.  Sign-up sheets going in Thursday folders and posted on PTO website.
	
	

	· State of the School address with PTO and ISLA Board, watch for details – March 23
	
	

	· Yearbook Sales

Janine Keller is helping with orders.  A reminder will go out that order are due by March 5th and some order forms will be available at the Family Night on Feb. 26th.

More candid photos are still needed.  CDs should be sent to Katie Gitler or Katherine Hoffman ASAP.
	
	

	
	Action items: 

 Davanni’s Night in April
	Person responsible: 

Jon Baugh & Lisa Nicpon
	


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	New Business 
	
	

	· February 26th Family fun night (Brenda)

The theme will be from Project EARTH – Environmentally Aware and Ready To Help.  The evening will begin with a 4th grade fashion show from re-use stores.  Then, families will tour classrooms to see the projects the other grade levels have been working on.  The evening will conclude with snacks in the Social Hall.
	
	

	· Bylaws – proposed changes can be found in online, redline version.  Changes to be discussed include: 

· Discuss changing Meeting time limit

· Fill vacancies for interim, until next meeting date

· Dynamic self-governance or change to regular vote?

Article 2, Section 2 – amended to correct a clerical error
Article 6, Section 2 – amended to change start of term from August to June, following May election

Article 6, Section 3 – amended to change election from dynamic self-governance to a majority vote.  There was discussion about utilizing a method consistent with dynamic self-governance in April, to identify candidates to be voted on at the May meeting.

Article 6, Section 4 – amended to address vacancies which might occur and the method for filling vacancies by special election.
Article 7, Section 2 – amended to change 60 meeting minute limit to a goal of 90.
	
	

	
	Action items: 

 
	Person responsible: 
	


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Meeting Wrap-Up and Action Item Review
	
	

	
	Action items: 

 
	Person responsible: 
	


	
	
	
	

	Upcoming Dates to Remember
	
	

	· February 26th – Family Fun Night

· March 10 – Discipline Policy Consideration Meeting

· March 18, 19 - No School

· March 23 – State of the School Meeting (in lieu of regular March PTO mtg.)

· March 25th – Discipline Policy Agreement Meeting

· March 25th - Kindergarten Roundup

· March 29 – April 2 – Spring Break

· April 27th  – Next PTO meeting – discuss PTO Board positions

· SAVE THE DATE – MAY 8 – Fiesta Primavera
	
	

	
	
	


Meeting adjourned @ 8:30 pm
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