ISLA PTO Meeting Minutes
 
Tuesday, November 1, 2011

ISLA Media Room

Attended by:
Karen Chenvert, Janine Keller, Amy Baugh, Heather Copps, Yaneira Jimenez, Lisa Firth, Toni Chelikowsky, Kate Samblott, Cindy Monturiol, Karen Terhaar, Kathryn Hoffman, Mary Kruse, Theresa Aleckson, Brenda Fromm, Shea Brendalen, Erick Peterson, Catherine Schwartz, Nichole Carlin, Katie Gitler, Jen Jouppi, Kelsea Knudson, Ximena Rayo, Karen Peterson, Jill Prohofsky, Corey Halls, Amy Roesler, Melinda Boone
1. Welcome – Meeting called to Order at 6:35 pm
a. Announcements of upcoming events & meeting schedules
i. Events Co-Chair & Secretary election – At end of this meeting

ii. School Directory – rough draft will be out electronically before it is printed

iii. Child care during PTO meetings – Rules Handout & Sign off

iv. ISLA book exchange
b. October meeting notes – Motion to accept passed
2. Healthy eating options (Jen Jouppi)

Jen spoke about the lunch program at ISLA.  ISLA has a servery and not a full commercial kitchen, which means that all food is catered in.  HSD used Royal Cuisine and ISLA has used them since the beginning.  Recent initiative includes Farm to Table and a focus on local meat and produce, which means food is fresher.  There are no fried foods and no syrup, and whole grains are used.  Approximately 70% of the lunches are made from scratch.

Other lunch options exist and will continue to be researched, but most are more expensive.  ISLA is reimbursed $2.98 for the cost of a free lunch that is purchased at $3.05.  The school absorbs the $0.07 difference.  If ISLA went with a caterer offering a $4 lunch, the school would have to absorb $1.02 per lunch.

A mini-terminal was recently purchased and the older kids will start using PIN #s in a month or two.  There is an ongoing effort to automate the lunch program.

Jen thanked all of the people who volunteer in the lunch room.
3. Education Report (Karen Terhaar)

Karen thanked the PTO for sponsoring a great meal for staff during the week of MEA, and also thanked the PTO for a fun family night on 10/28.

The IB authorization visit is scheduled to take place in December 2011 and staff is busy preparing for it.  The PTO offered assistance in preparation for and during the IB visit.

This week, parent-student-teacher conferences will take place.

The NWEA/MAP test results recently went out to parents.  ISLA’s authorizer, IQS, has a contact who works in data with the Mpls Public Schools.  He recently provided some guidance to ISLA on this issue.
4. Teacher’s Report (Grade 3 Teacher Kelsie Knudson)

The third graders have completed a unit on communities.  They wrote to the Mayor of Minnetonka and constructed a model community in the multi-purpose room.  They are currently looking into a community service project and would welcome any ideas.  The current unit is the solar system.  The students made a mural to scale and also constructed a 3D model in the classroom.  The next unit will be ancient civilizations.

The students use a small book each week for vocabulary and alternate between English and Spanish.  At this point, third graders have approximately 45 minutes of English instruction per day.  

There was general discussion and some helpful hints about finding appropriate books for kids to read, in both English and Spanish.

5. ISLA Board Report (Eric Peterson)  
There are currently two vacancies on the board, for terms expiring at the end of this school year.  The board is looking for people with accounting and HR experience.  The statement of interest form is on the website and notice of the vacancies will go out soon.  The board hopes to fill the vacancies at the November meeting.

The construction project cost came in approximately $200,000 lower than expected and the building landlord (CSDC) received a $17,000 Excel grant.  This will result in lower than anticipated rent payments, and some extras.  The multi-purpose room is very noisy and the best solution to this is a spray on texture for the ceiling.  The homeowner’s association for the neighboring condos does not like the appearance of the temporary fencing.  In addition, some children have been hurt on the posts.  It may be appropriate to use some of the extra moneys to put in permanent fencing.

Eric spoke about the move to the new building and how the Uno Dos Grow campaign was undertaken to assist with the resulting expenses.  The board struggles with the reality of funding and the desire to not be elitist.  To that end, donations are needed and the campaign will undertake a Dedicate a Brick program.  
Next Board Meeting 11/15, 7:00pm

6. Committee & Post Reports
a. Volunteer Committee (Amy Roesler)
The January through June 2012 lunch volunteer schedule is almost complete.  Help is needed on Fridays.  There is currently Vision & Hearing Screening scheduled for 11/9 and 12/7 and volunteers are still needed for that.
b. LA Committee (Corey Halls) 
The Language Ambassadors are taking classes in responsive classroom techniques, IB, and accent reduction.  They need winter gear.  Info about this will go out and their sizes are on the PTO website.  6 of the 8 host families needed for the next school year have already been identified.

The LAs and host families have been having monthly gatherings.
c. Secretary & Chair (Mary Kruse)

i. Minutes are posted on the PTO web site, Weekly PTO news is due to Emily by Tuesday for Thursday folder

ii. Strategic Plan Update

iii. Espiritu Store 
This will open online soon.  The PTO is currently taking order for multi-colored t-shirts which are optional.  Order forms will be in an upcoming Thursday folder.  Eventually, the online store will expand to include other clothing options.
d. Treasurer (Melinda Boone) 

i. Budget report
There is approximately $35,000 in the PTO bank account.  Major expenses for the past month include the LA stipends.  The host family stipends have not yet been paid this term.  The year-to-date income from the restaurant nights is $1,063.  This year, there will not be a direct appeal, Cub foods lunch truck, roller skating, or Chinook book sales.  Other income-producing events are in the works and the PTO expects to have a positive bank balance at year-end.

The current budget will be placed on the PTO website.
e. Social Events (Karen Chenvert)

i. 10/28 Dia de los Muertos – Report 
This was a fun event, enjoyed by all. Thanks to all who volunteered.
ii. 12/2 Family night planning – Kid Dance

There will be a DJ in the multi-purpose room and games in a separate room.
f. Fund Raising (Lisa Firth & Toni Chelikowsky – Submit new ideas to them) 

i. Davanni’s Night – Thank You!!
ii. 11/2-4 – Scholastic Book Fair during conferences
iii. 11/12 Barnes & Noble 

1. Karen Peterson is coordinating this event and still needs help with external advertising.  Info about this will go out in the next Thursday folder.

2. There is approximately $900 in remaining gift cards from last year.  After the book fair is over, Karen P will use the gift cards to fill out the teacher’s wish lists and purchase remaining items.  There was a motion to donate the remaining gift cards to the UDG campaign, for use in the ISLA library.  Motion passed unanimously.

iv. 11/16 – Give to the Max Day & Gold Nugget

www.givemn.razoo.com on 11/16 – Give to the Max donations go directly to the PTO to support the LA program
v. FYI on Clorox $50,000 grant opportunity (Brenda Fromm)

You can vote for this once a day on the web and once a day via text.  We are currently in 47th place and so are now aiming for a runner-up prize.  The UDG team is going to help get out the vote.

vi. Misc. – Companies to Classrooms (Janine Keller)

There is an organization that takes office supplies and “sells” them at a store for schools.  It serves schools in Bloomington and Richfield.  Outside schools can earn the right to have their teachers “shop” at the store by having someone work a 3 hour shift.  Contact Janine if interested.



3. Special PTO Board Elections
a. Co-Chair of Events

Jen Jouppi was elected to this position for the remainder of the school year.
b. Secretary
This position remains vacant.  Katie Gitler will post the opportunity on the kindergarten Shutterfly page and the PTO will continue to promote it.
4. Open Forum Q&A 
5.  Adjourn  - Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm

Next meeting December 6, 2011, 6:30 pm
