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	Type of meeting:
	PTO General Board Meeting
	
	
	

	In Attendance: 
	
	Theresa Aleckson, Jill Prohofsky,  Lisa Firth, Brenda Fromm, Kathryn Hoffman,  Amy Hesselgrave, Jennifer Chism, Corey Halls, Heather Henry, Jill Koritz, Katie Gitler, Karen Terhaar, Shea Brendalen, Natalie Wobbema, Kristie Wells, Sta. De La Cruz, Christine Arson, Laura Hillman, Leslee Tejada, Amy Baugh

	
	[bookmark: Topics]Agenda 

	
	Welcome and Agenda

	· Welcome & Call To Order
Meeting called to order @ 7:05 pm.  Thanks to all volunteers, call for Board members, and general introductions.  
	
	
	

	· Approval of  October 26th Board Meeting Minutes
	
	
	


Treasurer’s Report –  
$65 from Boston Market Night 15% of sales, $200 from Davanni’s Night- 20% of sales.
Outgoing monies – obligations for the host family assistance, stipends, lunch money – nothing out of the ordinary.    Bank balance between $40 - $45K.
Director’s Report – Karen Terhaar 
Student related items – NFL event coming up on 12/7/10 for NFL player will be visiting school.  Waiver will be sent home and a lottery will be held for a certain number of students to participate in activities with NFL player.  5 questions will be asked of the player by the students – the questions will be known in advance by the player.
The 3rd grade class is studying water and helping children in other parts of the world with clean water. They will  be helping a school in El Salvador to gain clean water.  The goal is to raise $1,000 for the class to go towards this cause.  Something will go home in December with more information.
A talent show will be held in the spring with a “small fee” for admission and monies will go towards this clean water effort.
Children eventually will be putting together their own individual project for 6th grade (IB project).  They will be encourage to come up with their own science topics and see what they can personally do with their own initiative to produce something.  
Make and sell their art at the “talent show” also.
Authorizer submittal – pre-application – lengthy application – waiting on another application to find out if certified.
Board Report – Jill Prohofsky – 
Strategic Planning –  Recently agreed to go forward with new building, located at 5959 Shady Oak Road – Charter School development organization – 10 year lease – 2 to 5 year renewal options (cash investment, bank loan, City of Minnetonka to possibly issue a bond for the new school), All have  tentatively agreed toa  letter of intent; closing hopefully before the end of 2010.  Charter school is non-profit so no taxes on building.  Construction would start in April – taking occupancy between 8/1-15/2011.  School will start after Labor Day so enough time will be there for teachers to get set up. 
33K sq. ft – over 5 acres – 2 parking lots – Playground will be on the back side of building.
Board approved the creation of a playground task force.  PTO, Board and teacher will hopefully be on this task force. The NFL Football grant of $10K will go towards the new playground and possibly monies from the Progresso soup fundraiser if won.  Brenda and Jill can answer more questions.
New Business- 
· Scrip Gift Card Program – Jennifer Chism – gift card program for 100’s of companies that are all purchased from one source thru a login - % of sale goes towards ISLA.  % is listed next to each company (it varies from vendor to vendor).  PTO would handle – there are possibly some small fees depending on the turn-around of getting them to the parent that purchased.  If there is a fee – have an order once a month – possibly distribute at the family function night.  Linda Boone mentioned that she would manage if no one else could handle.  
· 2011 Fiesta Location/Planning – Brenda Fromm – Location ideas/suggestions – planning people – Brenda will be emailing everyone soon that mentioned interest in helping on volunteer forms.  Gail Wood Farms – Minnetrista, Hopkins Activity Center, Hopkins Center for the Arts, Spasso in Minnetonka, Cinema Grill in New Hope (pro’s and con’s listed on flyer).  If anyone has any suggestions of a venue that can handle approximately 350 people, please get that information to Brenda.
· 2011 Rummage Sale – Laura Hillman – Cost and limitations of the space from 2010 sale – way too much effort goes into it.  Prefer space that would allow us 2 weeks to set up and a few days to take down.  2011 budgeted income is $4,500.  Current budget goes thru June.  Majority of 2010 profits went into 2009 budget.  Lisa Firth spoke about a neighborhood sale in the Interlachen Park neighborhood.  She mentioned donating her home to set up a garage sale.  4 – 5 families potentially in neighborhood – 1 day, 1 night sale.  Sale will be in September of 2011. Families would pre-mark all items reasonably priced prior to dropping off for sale.  
· Playground Task Force – Jill and Brenda – Board created task force.  If any parents are interested in helping out with this.  (I.e. figuring out what playground equipment is hoped for, raising money and time frame). Groveland School, in Minnetonka received a $45K grant from Landscape structures. The grant went towards their new playground.  There are kid rides bikes, light up stations, kids run around track and time themselves. Play area is set up for kids to get good exercise. 
· We’ve also been looking at Hennepin County Grant funding from ballpark tax monies.  Info was due by November 1st.  We would need to partner with a public entity and a covenant signed by land owner and public entity in order to apply.
· Other potential grants are thru General Mills and Miracle Playgrounds.
· Progresso Information – Entered Box tops contest – hopefully we made the top 10 – If we win, it is a $10K grant.
· Target Red Card – Amy Hesselgrave – Target has a great way of giving back to the community by offering a small percentage of sales purchased with the Target Red Card.  Target will give your designated school 2% of items purchased with your Target Red Card at Target and 1% of any sales elsewhere when the Target red card is used.  I’ve been doing this for several years and have seen a great potential to earn money for the school just by swiping your card.  Target also gives you 5% off all in-store purchases made with your Target Red Card.  If you have any questions, please contact Amy at ahesselgrave@comcast.net. 

Old Business –
· Direct Donation Campaign – Shea Brendalen – 27 families donated $2,400 on Give to the Max Night.  A letter will be going home Thursday to promote donations to ISLA for year-end donations.   
· Barnes and Noble Fair - $4,500 in store sales – Internet sales are still pending – info to come.
· Gift Cards – We are not going to sell anymore or exchange for monies – Gift cards were accepted over cash to give to teachers for books.  Teachers had opted for $700 in gift cards.  Another option will be to use the cards on the day of sale for teacher’s purchases.
· DDLM – Follow up and Feedback – Corey Hall and Jennifer Chism – Everything was fun – kids had a blast – went well.  
· School Tool Box vs. Own School Supply Service – ex: 1st grade list - $30.00 in comparison to School Box at $50.  If we decide to do this, we need to commit to 100 – 150 boxes.  Sounds like PTO will do the service amongst us with a small profit for PTO.
· Space Conflict 1/21/11 – Family Night – not available at Faith – looking into other space.
· Mad Science Program – will be discussed on fall survey.
· Fundraising Committee – Brenda Fromm – 
· LA ‘’s – always need rides – Google group is set up.  
· Please subscribe to help the LA’s regarding rides.
Fundraising Committee – Brenda Fromm
· Chinook Books in office or order on the PTO website.
· Noodles Night 12/9/10 – Theresa will put down directions.  
· Box Top Collection Sheets – Deadline is 12/31/10 to enter into drawing.
· GoodSearch – Use as an alternative to Google or any other search engine – set default as ISLA.  ISLA also gets a % if anything is purchased online.
· Davanni’s night – Mtka location – really well attended – Also keep Golden Valley location.  Good to keep different areas.
· Educational Outfitters – possibly had a day in December or June for a sale with a possible kickback to school.  See if any of the volunteers would like to coordinate with sale.
· Mention at the “state” meeting regarding all of the different fund raisers.
· Post more information on Facebook.
· Get more fundraiser info to incoming kindergarten families.
· PTO selling pencils for stocking stuffers.
· Yearbook cover winner - 2nd grade Ginger Thompson (front cover).
Language Ambassadors – TA’s
· LA ‘’s – always need rides – Google group is set up.  
· Please subscribe to help the LA’s regarding rides.





Volunteer Committee – Leslee Tejada – 
· Empty Bowls Fundraiser in March – possibly the band will play at some point after school that night 3-15-10 at Hopkins Center for the Arts to help raise money for hunger.
· Upcoming Dates
· Homemade Pizza – Every Thursday in January from 3 Pm – 8 pm 15% kickback – will be in December Newsletter.  Take and Bake pizza place.
· Nieves is ready to make meals for people.  Loves to cook and would like to make meals for people and order.  Staying with Angie Ticks Family – Theresa will put on LA page - $40 for 3 dishes for a family – 2 people for $20 or 4 people for $40.
· Ice Skating party – December 12th – 2:30 pm – 4:00 pm – no admission fee for teachers, staff, LA’s to encourage staff to attend.  Only ice skating – no hockey sticks, pucks, etc.
· Flyers - PTO moving towards one newsletter per month.
· Getting more people engaged in opening email.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm
	Upcoming Dates to Remember
· Noodles Night – SLP – Thurs. December 9th from 4 – 9 pm
· PTO Ice Skating Party – SLP Ice Arena – Sun. December 12 from 2:30 – 4 pm
· McDonald’s Night – Tues. December 14 from 4 – 7 pm
· Winter Break – December 20 – January 2, 2011 (School Resumes 1/3/11)
· Homemade Pizza Co – all Thursdays in January, 3 – 8 pm
· McDonalds Night – Tuesday, January 18th
· Family Night – Friday, Jan 21st
· Next PTO Meeting – Tuesday. January 24th
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