	
	

	ISLA PTO Minutes and Action Items


	
	10/26/2010

7:10 PM - 8:55 PM

ISLA



	
	

	Type of meeting:
	PTO General Board Meeting
	
	
	

	In Attendance: 
	
	Theresa Aleckson, Jill Prohofsky, Janine Keller, Lisa Firth, Brenda Fromm, Kathryn Hoffman,  Amy Hesselgrave, Jennifer Chism, Corey Halls, Heather Henry, Jill Kontz, Katie Gitler, Mary Olk, Angie Tix, Lynn Cases, Peter Sox, Natalia Spinelli, Ximena Rayo, Jorge Gonzalez, Toni Chelikowsky, Heather Copps, Karen Utt, Jessica Jerney, Karen Peterson, Melissa Adrian, Shea Brendalen, Lisa Nicpon, Terry Mayard

	
	Agenda 

	
	Welcome and Agenda

	· Welcome & Call To Order
Meeting called to order @ 7:10 pm.  Thanks to all volunteers, call for Board members, and general introductions.  
	
	
	

	· Approval of  September 29th Board Meeting Minutes
	
	
	


Treasurer’s Report – Melinda Boone – 

$50,000 in budget.  $800 made from Cub and $280 in tips.  Chipotle – Close to $800 (spent out $6,000 for Amity fee (charge for all paperwork and administrative costs ($1,500 per TA)).  TA Stipends are paid automatically now.  Monies spent on classes for TA’s.

Director’s Report – Ximena Rayo – 

Late start today – teachers are working on portfolios for curriculum for all grades K-6.  Heart of the Beast here today – play for DDLM.  Couple was commissioned to write a play regarding DDLM and preformed at the school after lunch.  Totally bi-lingual for kids.  

Board has working with CSCD organization.  Located on East coast.  Non-profit organization to find charter school buildings and then lease back to school.
IB Night last week  – to inform parents regarding what is happening regarding curriculum that is being taught and planning for our students.  Hopefully, next year, students will have an IB fair so students can show their work on what happens in the classroom.  Meetings may be held in the future in January.  Time of year is not set.

Authorizations – Student Achievement Organization and others groups to be certified to be an authorizer.MDE (MN Dept of Education) – set guidelines – started certifying authorizers last summer (7 or so currently authorized) many authorizers are needed for the many charter schools.  Hopkins has decided to not be an authorizer anymore.

Hosting parent MAIN meeting this Thursday MN advocacies immersion network.  1 or 2 parents from each school get together and meet with other schools to discuss what is happening at each attending school.

Ximena will be giving a presentation on being an immersion student in the elementary grades.  1 or 2 parents to come to meeting from our school.  Thursday from 9-11 am this week.

Board Report – Jill Prohofsky – 
Hopkins has decided not to be a charter school sponsor after 2011.  We can go for 1 year and the state could be our authorizer for 1 year if necessary.  New legislation may allow Hopkins to honor being an authorizer thru 2011-2012 school year, as they are contracted to do.

Top 2 sites have been toured by the board.  Non-profit needs to have the space and lease to us so property taxes are not charged in our rent.  Next board meeting in November.  Working on details for purchase price.  Goal is to be in new building by August 1st, 2011.  Most likely site 62 and Shady Oak by Jimmy’s.  5 acres – 2 parking lots – staff and bus parking and turn around and field and playground built into space.

Financially we are in a strong position – line of credit has not been needed.  Strategic plan goes thru 2014.  Group of board members on strategic plan committee.  (Meetings between now and February) – Contact Jill or Theresa.  Also, governance, finance committees need help.  Contact Jill if interested.

New Business- Theresa Aleckson
· Chinook Book – Jessica Rovie-Formerly Blue Sky Guide – Entire coupon book will be on IPAD in 2011.  Coupon books – 50 new companies from last year.  Over 400 coupons in the book.  Also added a map for the western suburbs.  Most of the coupons are listed on the map.  Book also has manufacturer’s coupons to use at different store locations.  Dining out – great coupons for restaurants – Pizza Luce for example.  Entertainment and Family section, Travel and Rec, Yard and garden, home section, metro transit coupons, and many more.  Coupons are good thru 10-31-11.  $20 (50% profit to PTO).  Book will be sold tonight and also at the DDLM night (Family night – 10-29-10).  Lot of TV promotions also.

· 4H – Karen Utt – Jessica Jerdy (Urban 4H) – Part of U of M Extension.  Work in Ramsey and Hennepin County.  St. Paul, Eden Prairie, and North Minneapolis (Plymouth and Penn).  Mission of the extension service – research of the university practical in the field.  People working with young people are doing the best that they can.  Proper training to all leaders.  Urban 4H works across cultural boundaries and bring kids together to exchange ideas and experiences.  4H club – youth driven.  Learn by doing (experiential learning – reflection and application).  Tangible skills that children can use in the future.  Kids decide what they are going to do and work with the adults to make that happen.  Kids have a strong and equal relationship with adult to make things happen.  If kids are interested in other things then sports – this is a great experience for them.  Most popular project area is photography and arts, science and engineering, health and nutrition.  Main initiatives are civic engagement and learning.  Ensuring quality within 4H.  Nat’l 4H science experiment – hundreds of technology projects for students.  Volunteers and project volunteers are greatly appreciated.  Please contact Karen Utt for more information.  Many opportunities – urban showcase (Project learning and performance art), state fair, etc.  $300 line item for 4H to continue for this year if we decide to continue at ISLA.

· Destination Imagination and Odyssey of the mind-Brenda Fromm (info tonight and at Family Night)-programs that encourage problem solving amongst small groups of students.  Odyssey of the Mind (Mechanical of vehicles, etc.)

· Destination Imagination (DI) – 5 or 6 challenges that the team of students picks from as their problem to solve in the upcoming year in the regional, nat’l tournaments.  5 – 7 students per team.  

· Both groups encourage mixing age groups.  Most of the programs can sign up until December.  For more info, contact Brenda Fromm.  Both groups would need dedicated parent participation.  January – March – needs exclusive dedication from student (difficult to do with other activities).  Very parent driven.  

· Mad science – possibly extracurricular for spring time – after school activity – Ximena is looking into it.  Possible parent Shelly Rothstein may lead.

· Lego club to possibly include at Family Night.  Lego’s can also be done thru 4H – Hennepin County Robotics.  4H limited by needing more parental volunteers.  Possibly have weekly Lego club thru 4H.  Need project leader to head up.  4H curriculum and materials are there with network of people to plug into – need volunteers.

· 25% of volunteer surveys have been returned. 

· Tee Shirts are still the black shirts from last year.  Need someone to oversee tee-shirt sales, stickers, buttons, etc.  Theresa will contact people from surveys to see if they want to head up.

· Educational outfitters have a spirit wear program – maybe they could put together some samples for people to see for newly designed tee-shirts.

· Cabinet for storage is needed – 48” w x 15” d x 72” h.  Free or up to $250 – needs to lock.

· School Tool Box vs. own School Supply service – Early signing bonus and we would get 5-6% of the profits.   Supply list is needed from the school as soon as possible in order to get the information turned in soon.  Ximena will get the list to PTO so we can get an idea of parent cost and PTO %.   Use last year’s list to submit information.

· Family Night 1/21/11 – space conflict at ISLA.  Either find another location or change date.    Possible space available in Hopkins.  Jennifer Chism is researching.

· Janine Keller – Conferences – November 1st and 2nd regarding staff lunches and (taco bar and chair massages (wellspring fitness is donating the chair massages)) (2nd day – light tapas and virgin drinks 5:00 – 6:30 pm (evening time) – (still need help with setup and cleanup) during conferences.  Teachers could have leftovers from the 1st for lunch on the 2nd.  Doodle was well received by parents to help out with volunteering.    Doodle is a link within PTO email from 10-26-10.

Old Business –

· DDLM – 10-29-10 this Friday – 14 Spanish students coming to help out with games and crafts 6:00 – 8:00 (no Halloween Costumes allowed) Setup starts at 3:30 and 5:30. (Please be considerate of the funeral as far as noise and space) Please bring a treat or snack to share – there will not be a certified kitchen worker.

· Barnes and Noble – November 13th – Karen Peterson 4 volunteers are needed for afternoon shifts – 1-3.  Looking for stickers to be designed (Curious George theme) would be great.  Stickers would be put on the students the day before to remind parents of the event.  Shop at the store, online between 11/13-18 – need book fair id so ISLA gets credit (voucher with number).  More info will be in Thursday’s folder.

· Fall Survey – Theresa will be handling – question regarding science item will be included in this year’s survey.
Fundraising Committee-
· Davanni’s night will be rescheduled from Nov 4 and will be located at the Minnetonka Davanni’s on Nov 11th from 4:00 – 8:00 pm.  PTO gets 20% of total sales.  Also can buy gift cards. Melinda Boone will host event.

· Noodles – Thursday, December 9th – St. Louis Park – 4:00-9:00 (new shops at west end) 25% of coupon sales including gift cards.

· Progresso Box Tops – Looking for schools to take a photo of how to make people aware that Progresso now has box tops.  Looking for volunteers to help make big Progresso can.  Grand prize is 100,000 box tops ($10,000).  Possibly build a soup can sculpture – deadline by 11/14/10.  See Brenda if you are interested in helping
· Marianna – first TA at ISLA has a recipe posted on the ISLA Facebook page that we all can vote for – vote once a day for recipe – we could win $500 - $2500 for the PTO.  Sponsored by Country Crock.

· We officially won the Back to Football Friday - $10,000 for health and welfare (possibly for a playground).  Possibly having a Viking to visit.

· Boston Market – unsure of Oct 15th event proceeds.

· November – we will be working on getting our direct donation campaign started, and pulling our committee together for Fiesta.  Give to the Max day last year, website was new and they had lots of matching funds.  We promoted to get matching fund money, but so many others also that money was nowhere near 1:1 match.  Nov 19th??  Looking into benefit of doing it this year – with no matching funds, and that donations thru website has a 3-4% processing fee, need to weigh benefit vs. cost.  May use Paypal if there is a lower fee,  or solicit donations directly via check
· Katie Gitler – Yearbook – Thursday folder – Yearbook entry forms are due on Wednesday, November 3rd.  
Language Ambassadors – TA’s
· Rides for everyone to and from school.  Looking for ride for Monday, Nov 1st.  Have LA’s meet in one spot to get picked up.  Class begins at 6:30 pm at Normandale.   Lisa Nicpon
· 1st half of year – rides are set up.  2nd half of the year once the LA’s move to homes.  Nieves is interested in cooking for families – Nieves would love to cook for families as an extra money maker for her.  She may put out a supper for the week – put me in for this week’s meal – sign me up and pay her for meal.  Brenda will put on the LA’s website.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm

	Upcoming Dates to Remember
· Friday, Oct. 29th  - Dia De Los Muertos Family Night

· November 1 & 2 – ISLA Closed, Conferences

·  NOTE:   CHANGED to NOV 11, Minnetonka Davanni’s 4 – 8 pm
· Saturday, November 13 – Barnes & Noble Book Fair Ridgedale location, 10 am to 9 pm.  See www.isla-pto.org for specific times for story times, face painting and other activities.

· Tuesday, November 16 – McDonalds 4-7pm, 4H Club at ISLA at 7

· Friday, November 19 – Roller Garden Skating Fun Night

· Tuesday, November 23rd – PTO Meeting 7pm
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